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Study of color polymorphism in the marsh frog Rana ridibunda in
Golestan province

Pesarakloo.A®, Gharezi.A!, Kami.Hg? and Homauni.M?

! Biology Dept., Faculty of Sciences, Lorestan University, Khoramabad, I.R. of IRAN

“Biology Dept., Faculty of Sciences, Golestan University, Gorgan, Iran

¥ Management Dept., Islamic Azad University, Borujerd, I.R. of IRAN

Abstract

One of the most interesting phenomenons among some animals is color polymorphism
between different populations of the same species. This variation in color is likely due
to the adaptation of animals with the environment in order to escape from the predator
or nearing to their prey. Here, we investigated this phenomenon in Rana ridibunda
which is found throughout the Iran. We demonstrated that there are seven different
morphs among populations of this frog. Of these, frequency of the morph 3 is more
common than the others. We have also shown that there is no clear relationship between
the gender and morphs and it seems these have been evolved independently.

Keywords: polymorphism Rana ridibunda Golestan province
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